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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 
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A pharnWcological composition comprising: 

a) a gum Vesin; 

b) at leastlone topically acceptable pharmacologically active agent other than said gum 
resin that is effective as a treatment for ameliorating symptoms of a disease of skin or a 
mucous membrane of a mammal, wherein said pharmacologically active agent can remain 
in contact with said skin or said mucous membrane greater than 6 hours without toxic 
effects to said mammal; and 

c) a topically acceptable volatile solvent for said gum resin and said pharmacologically 
active agent. I 

The composition according to Claim 1 , wherein said gum resin comprises benzoin. 



The compositiom according to Claim 1, wherein said topically acceptable volatile solvent 
comprises ethandl. 



ri 4. 
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The composition According to Claim 3, wherein said topically acceptable volatile solvent 
is ethanol and comprises about 60% te-90% of said composition. 



5. The composition according to Claim 1 wherein said pharmacologically active agent is an 
antimicrobial agent] 

25 6. The composition according to Claim 5 wherein said antimicrobial agent is an anti-fungal 
agent. 

7. The composition according to Claim 6, wherein said anti-fungal agent is clotrimazole. 
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8. The composition according to Claim 7, wherein said clotrimazole is present as 1% of said 
composition. 



9. The composition according to Claim 1 wherein said pharmacologically active agent is a 
5 steroidal agpnt. 

10. The compos ition according to Claim 9, wherein said steroidal agent is betamethasone. 

1 1 . The compo< ition according to Claim 1 0, wherein said betamethasone is present as 
1 0 0.025-0.05 % of the composition. 
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12. The composition according to Claim 1, wherein said pharmacologically active agent 
comprises boih an antimicrobial agent and a steroidal agent. 



S 13. The composition according to Claim 1 , further comprising a penetration enhancer. 



/ 

14. 



A pharmacological composition comprising: 

a) a benzoin; 

b) clotrimazole ; al^d 

c) ethanol. 
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15. A method of increasing the effectiveness of a treatment for ameliorating the symptoms of 
a dermato logical disease in a patient in ne^d^hereof, said method comprising: 

a) contacting sites on uie skin of said jmtient exhibiting symptoms of said dermatological 
disease with a pharmacological composition/according to Claim 1 ; and 

b) allowing said composition to dry sp that it forms a film on said skin, so that the 
effectiveness of said treatment for ameliorating said symptoms is increased. 
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16. The method according to OQaimJS, wh^i/J^i3^flermatological disease is a fungal 
infection and said pharmacologically active agent is an anti-fungal compound. 
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17. The mithod according to Claim 16, wherein said fungal infection is athletes foot. 



18. The method according to Claim 16 or 17, wherein said anti-fungal compound is 
clotrimazole at a concentration of>bout 1% by weight. 

19. The method according to Claim 15, wherein said dermatological disease is an 
inflammatory disease of the skin. 



20. The method according to Claire v 1 9, w herein said inflammatory disease is selected from 
the group consisting of eczenp, s sborrheic dermatitis and psoriasis. 



2 1 . The method according to Clai 



V 

an anti-inflafaimatory steroidal age 



9 or 20, wherein said pharmacologically active agent is 



22. The method according to Claim 21, wherein said anti-inflammatory steroidal agent is 
betamethasonAat a concentration of about 0.025% to 0.05% by weight. 

23. The method according to Claim 15, wherein said dermatological disease is a bacterial 
infection. 

24. The method according to Claim 23, wherein said pharmacologically active agent is an 
anti-bacterial agent. 



25. A method of producing a biological dressing as a treatment for ameliorating symptoms of 
a disease of skin or a mucous membrane, said method comprising: 
drying a composition according to Claim 1 on the skin or a mucosal membrane of a 
mammal at a site exhibiting symptoms of said disease so that it forms a film on said skin 
or mucosal membrane, wrjereby a biological dressing is obtained for ameliorating said 
symptoms. 
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26. A biological dressing obtained according to the method of Claim 25. 

/ 

27. A pharmacological composition comprising: 
5 a) a benzoin; 

b) 1 % clotrimazole ; and 

c) 60%etHanol. 

28. A metHod of treating athlete's foot, said method comprising the steps of: 
10 a) contacting site/dm the skin exhibiting symptoms of athlete's foot with a 
u pharmacological/exposition according to Claim 1 4 or 2 7; and 

W b) allowing said composition to dry so that it forms a film on said skin, so that said 

Ifi symptom^of athlete's foot are treated. 



fi i 



21 



